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during the life of these three brothers, then the sons of the
eldest will be in line for the throne." l
Among the Ila-speaking peoples of Northern Rhodesia
the succession to a chief is partly hereditary and partly elec-
tive, the new chief being generally chosen from one of the
late king's family or clan.   The following is an instructive
account of the discussions to which the selection of a chiefs
successor among these peoples commonly gives rise,    " The
chiefs and headmen select their fellow-chief in an assembly
after the funeral of the deceased chief.    In setting about the
selection of the heir, they call over the names of his children
and nephews, and then discuss among themselves whom they
shall instal, saying, * Who shall it be ?    Let it be a proper
man from among his children or his nephews.'    And then
comes the argument.    Because some wish to put in a child
whom they think a suitable heir, but others when his name is
suggested are hesitant and doubtful, and do not haste to agree,
or if they seem to agree it is not heartily, * they will answer
from the outside of their hearts/    Or they will speak out and
say,' He whom you wish to instal to-day, has he left off doing
certain things which he is used to doing ?    Is he really
competent to rule the people ?'    The others, hearing this,
reply : ' Well, name the one you consider the proper person/
So they put forward the name of their candidate for the
chiefship, saying,  ' We wish  for So-and-So, one  of the
deceased's nephews, he is the proper person.'    So they come
to a decision.   And the child of the chief, if he does not fall
in with it, will leave the village: there is no room there for
him who thought that the chiefship should be his :   there
cannot be two chiefs. . . ,   The clan relationship  of the
deceased chief is respected in so far that in selecting the heir
an endeavour is made to find a suitable successor of the same
clan ; thus when a Munasolwe dies they seek a Munasolwe in
his place."   Among these Ila-speaking peoples, when several
candidates are proposed for the chieftainship the choice is
sometimes determined by a trial of skill among the candidates.
Several instances of such a choice were known to Messrs.
Smith and Dale, our authorities on these tribes.   They cite
one of them, which was as follows :  " One such case was at
1 D. Westermaxm, The Shilfok People (Berlin, 1912), p. xlvi.